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society, had been out for fifteen months when Andrew Lang
stumbled upon it, and remarking that he did not remember
having seen any reviews of it, pronounced it" an extremely clever
and capable novel" and thought the author "a little like"
W, E. Norris, the popular society novelist of the day, with "a
touch of Trollope." Lang's notice came out appropriately on the
eve of the publication of Half-a-Hero, a political novel on the
Parnell theme, which drew from Henley's National Observer an
appreciation which applies to most of Hope's books: "Mr.
Hope has humour, character, insight, the sense of fitness; he
writes clean English; he is often witty; he is nearly always
agreeably intelligent; so that you read him for himself as well
as for his story." The sales of his novels continued slight, but
the praise of Lang and Henley, allied with the amusing Dolly
Dialogues which Hope began to contribute to the Westminster
Gazette^ attracted the notice of the shrewd Bristol publisher,
Arrowsmith, who had started his "Bristol Library" of shilling
shockers with Hugh Conway's Calkd Back in 1884, and his later
series of three-and-sixpenny fiction with the equally successful
Three Men in a Boat of Jerome K. Jerome. He offered Hope a
royalty of twopence in the shilling for either a shilling or a
three-and-sixpenny book, and Hope sent him The Prisoner ofZenda,
the first draft of which, before revision, he wrote in a month.

Arrowsmith published The Prisoner of Zenda in the spring of
1894 as No. 18 of his three-and-sixpenny series, which included,
besides Three Men in a Boat, two early books by Eden Phillpotts,
The End of a Life and A Tiger's Cub, Grant Allen's Recalled to Life,
and George and Weedon Grossmith's Diary of a Nobody. Its
success was assured when Andrew Lang described it at the Royal
Academy banquet as " the type of story he loved"; the immensity
of Lang's influence was such that probably nobody else ever
created a vogue for an author with an after-dinner speech till a
late Prime Minister achieved as much for Mary Webb. Most of
the critics,- except Le Gallienne and the Tellow Book circle, fol-
lowed Lang and Henley, and the book was the great success of the
season, seven thousand copies being sold in the first six weeks
after publication.

No account is necessary of the romance of Rudolf Rassendyll,